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brought him another characteristic letter from Lord Northcliffe*
On 9th August, 1915, the great journalist wrote:
" Gallipoli.
" DEAB SIR EDWARD,
" It is not wise to discuss this disastrous expedition in my
newspaper, though the Germans are intimately informed of
our impending catastrophe. Can nothing be done to minimise it ?
Lord Fisher had a plan some ten weeks ago. I suggest you see
Mr* Granville Fortescue, the only person in England who has
looked down upon our men from the Turkish side. Forgive my
again worrying you upon the matter.
" Lord Kitchener.
" Your speeches suggest that my newspapers have some
motive in criticising him. I do not know Lord Kitchener
personally, but for 10 months he had the power of Oliver
Cromwell as to shells. To-day he has the same power as to
compulsion, Yet within the last few weeks he sends a circular
to the newspapers suggesting I am wrong to urge this vital
necessity. I don't trust Lord Kitchener nor do the Scotch and
the North of England folk. The London mob knows little of
war and will cheer the Tichborne claimant or Jack Johnson.
"A Separate Peace with France.
66 If you know anyone who understands the French, send
him for a fortnight mingling with French people, and you will
find that the German propaganda 4 Germany will fight to the
last German and England to the last Frenchman' steadily
gaining. On that ground alone Lord Kitchener is unwise to
oppose compulsion. The mothers of France cannot understand
why their boys should be compelled to fight and ours not.
" If I could see you on these subjects I should be glad*
The Times and Daily Mail secret service abroad is I think at
least as good as your Government's, if not so couleur de rose.
" I will be in London, 16th.
" Yours sincerely,
" NORTHCLEKPE."